8	How to know the Indian Wafers.
Fables and Hans Andersen's Fairy Tales, and of ancient
Greek and modern Teutonic literature and folklore, gener-
ally—the bird that brings the babies. In the Levant it
is cherished by the unspeakable Turk, who believes that
it makes pilgrimages to Mecca when it goes on migration.
Thus in Europe and Western Asia generally it finds a
friend in man and habitually builds on houses, to the in-
mates of which it is supposed to bring good luck. It is
certainly a very useful and picturesque bird, being a.
great vermin destroyer and of striking colours, but it
seems to be of singularly dirty habits, for I have never ob-
served it or any other Stork wash, and hence the purity of
its plumage is apt to be very much sullied.
This Stork is credited with a very rare virtue among
animals—filial devotion ; and with an equally rare vice—
conjugal jealousy. So firmly did the ancient Greeks be-
lieve in the care of the younger generation of Storks for
their aged and infirm progenitors, that they invented the
verb antipelargein—literally "to counterstork'' one's
parents—to express the behaviour of a good son. Such
sons, it may be remarked en parenthese, were not any too
common among the said ancients. Whether the birds
did really supply them with examples, I have never been
able to find out. As to the Stork's jealousy, it has been
iamous ever since the time of Chaucer, and was supposed
to be so strong that he vented it with human brutality on
his erring wife—most birds being content with "going
for" the co-respondent with all the energy of which they
are capable. A great modern authority states that the
hen Stork really is no better than she should be, and that
in Spain her character is so well-known that the name of
Stork is a very strong term of abuse.
In countries where this Stork does not, at all events
usually, breed it is not treated with much consideration.
In India it used to be the quarry of falconers, and in Eng-
land it of course gets shot at sight like every other rare
bird. At the Cape, however, it is well-known and ap-
preciated, as a locust-destroyer and is generally known

